News April 2008
“School Dinners” in the Gott Hall was a hilarious occasion.  The schoolmistress (a certain Mrs Hore), with the aid of her whistle, reprimanded those she felt were not behaving to the strict code of behaviour she obviously expected.  When you consider she had 60 “pupils” to control, I suppose she did need to insist on discipline.  Anne Retallick, the school cook, had prepared a choice of 3 main dishes followed by a sweet and the food served was excellent and would have received 11 out of 10 from Jamie Oliver for nutritious content and presentation.  An added bonus was that £240 was raised to be divided between Cancer Research UK and the Vanessa Grant School in Kenya.

 

Mothering Sunday was celebrated with Family Mass at the Good Shepherd and the children gave all the ladies a posy of spring flowers.  Many from the congregation at St. Mary’s joined our friends at Leek Seed where we received a very warm welcome.  The service was led by a vibrant young mum, Bridget Wells, who attends Leek Seed but who is at present training for the Methodist Ministry.  Assisted by her two young daughters and the children in the congregation, we were all involved in preparing an opening prayer for the service in praise of God and also in other aspects of the service.  A bit of a culture shock for us C of E’s to have to speak and take part, but we survived and all left feeling uplifted by Bridget’s enthusiasm.  The service ended with the distribution of Mothering Sunday posies.

The Cornish Evening in the Gott Hall was an excellent evening of entertainment with a Cornish Supper.  The singing was by Kim Guy who had a beautiful voice and got everyone in patriotic flavour with Cornish songs, some that everyone could sing with her in true Cornish style and with gusto.  Two quizzes, one of photographs of Cornish places taken by Angie Bailey (no relation to David but just as good a photographer!!), and another about Cornish Dialect gave everyone the chance to test their Cornish skills.  The pasties and jam and cream splits with a good dish of Cornish Tay completed the evening and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

St. Mary’s churchyard is a haven of spring despite the wind and rain which played havoc with the poor daffodils. The daffodils were flattened during the gales but they soon bounced back up again, when the wind dropped and they dried out, showing how resilient they are.  The primroses are coming thick and fast and at Easter were at their best.  It really is a picture and worth taking the trouble to go and see for yourself.  

One sunny morning a gentleman, who visits the churchyard because of his interest in butterflies, told us that the top of the bank in the car park is the habitat of the Red Admiral butterfly and we did see several flying around and explains why we see so many inside the church.  The car park itself is much enhanced by the two flower beds that Anne T has created in the circles where the trees have been felled.
The morning of Easter Eve found both churches buzzing with activity as the churches came alive after the solemnity of Lent.  Adults cleaned swept and filled the windows with flowers and the children were busy making the Easter Gardens so that the great news of the Resurrection at Easter could be welcomed in Praise and Honour to our Lord.  The Easter Vigil rang in the good news and we were blessed to have with us the Archdeacon of Cornwall, the Venerable Roger Bush, who completed the theme of his sermons during the Easter Triduum with “Faces”.  (On Maundy Thursday his subject was “Feet” on Good Friday “Hands”).  I hope he enjoyed coming to us as much as we appreciated his presence with us.  The services on Easter Day were well attended with many visitors and lots of children who all received an Easter Egg.  

The Easter Tea Treat was a very busy occasion, 28 children with mums and grannies diligently made a variety of objects to take home including rabbit pencil holders and coloured Easter egg mobiles.   Ginger bread men biscuits were decorated with coloured icing and some biscuits looked as though they were wearing Jacob’s coat of many colours.  Children’s fingers and faces were coloured too but this was all part of the fun.  The children all made a bag in which to put their chocolate egg (these they found during an egg hunt that took place around the Gott Hall grounds).  Awaiting them after the hunt was a plate of sandwiches, crisps, sausages and an Easter nest, while mums and grannies could choose from a range of lovely cakes with their cup of tea.  Everyone seemed very happy.

Little Lambs    

* * * * * * * * * 

On the day of our Annual Pancake Walk, Evie arrived at the Gott Hall wearing a very beautiful party dress.   She was accompanied by her Mum, Anna, who had baked an exceptionally delicious chocolate cake, and a radiantly happy exuberant Grandma Hilary.

 

Shrove Tuesday 2008 was a day for Hilary to celebrate a special milestone Birthday and the age revealing Birthday badge she proudly wore prompted many congratulatory responses.  Hilary kindly donated her luscious, rich, Birthday cake for the adults to share and gave fruit for the children which was a gesture greatly appreciated by all.

 

The frying pans for this year’s Pancake Walk were specially made and super light-weight.  Each contained a mini pancake for our very young participants to carry, on a course which stretched from one end of the Gott Hall to the other.

 

The older children set off first.  Anna wore a swashbuckling pirate outfit from the dressing up box.  She cautiously completed the course then sat down to savour the beautifully preserved pancake.

 

Isa, Danny and Jack displayed an Olympic spirit as they swiftly raced along, then to the astonishment of the spectators Jack leapt towards the finish, flipping his pancake heavenwards!  It soared through the air before eventually landing in the newly re-located baby quiet area.  Fortunately all the exhausted babies had by now been transferred to their own pushchairs and baby seats, ready to travel home, thus they were denied an early pancake lunch.

 

Brodie quietly ate her pancake as she waited for the signal to start the walk.  Sam and Finn giggled all the way to the finish.  It was such fun afterwards, tucking into the wholesome pancakes fresh from the pan!

 

Jasmine trotted along steadily for a while, and then nonchalantly threw aside her frying pan and pancake.  Having observed a cup of juice conveniently positioned on a nearby chair, she veered off course to take a refreshment break at her own newly created drink station.  When you are only two years old, walking the length of the Gott Hall whilst holding a frying pan is probably a marathon event.  For Jasmine the preferred choice on this day was complete a half marathon then to relax and enjoy some very pleasant refreshments!

 

All the participants received congratulatory applause for their wonderful sportsmanship.  The enthusiastic support of the adults had been a great source of encouragement.

 

The Little Lambs team were immensely grateful for a large bag of Jelly Babies.  The children each took home their own share of the Jelly Babies with their chocolate Easter nests, which they made during the final session of the term.  The adults who sampled the Jelly Babies, testing them for suitability in terms of texture, flavour and general sumptuousness, unanimously approved of them!

 

We hope that all our children and their families enjoyed a blessed and happy Easter.

Lynn Holmes

* * * * * * * *

Mothers’ Union

 Mrs. Jo. Bennett. Retired Pharmacist

 

will be the Guest Speaker on

 

Tuesday April 29th at 2pm.
 

“Data Link Provision” and “My Relationship with Patients”
 

will be her topic.

 

Guests are welcome.
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